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A Word from the Executive Director
Throughout our nation’s history we have experienced times of strife, uncertainty
and unrest. Despite those difficult times, we have managed to find our way
through the storm and move forward, hopefully better than before. Today, we are
facing a multitude of unprecedented challenges that are truly testing our will, our
character and resolve as a nation, a community and as a family unit. Every day we
awake to new questions and concerns, uncertainty and stress. It is often difficult
to feel hopeful and confident that we will overcome these immense challenges as
a family, a community and a nation. But we will overcome with continued resolve,
grit and perseverance that has been the foundation and backbone of our citizenry
and our nation for decades. As we continue to navigate a new landscape, a new
environment and a new normal, let us remember that our future will depend on
sound leadership, creativity and innovation, strength and courage and
compassion for each other and ourselves.

Life has many ways of
testing a person’s will,
either by having nothing
happen at all or by having
everything happen all at
once.

As TVCC makes plans on how and when students return to campus the
Foundation staff is looking forward to returning to the office and resuming normal
hours. Our future meetings and events and how we conduct business and donor
relations may look a little different, but we will carry on. In the next several weeks
and months ahead let’s stay the course, be compassionate and respectful to one
another, practice social distancing and stay healthy and hopeful for a brighter and
better future. ~ Cathy Yasuda

Garden Tour Set For June 20
The Foundation is thrilled to announce we will be having our 2020 Garden
Tour on Saturday, June 20 from 10:00 AM—3:00 PM. With Malheur
County moving into Phase 2 some restrictions have been lifted making it
possible to hold our event with social distancing. “The Garden Tour is a
great diversion and something fun for the whole family to enjoy during
this difficult time. We are so glad we can have the tour and bring some
cheer to our community,” according to Foundation Executive Director
Cathy Yasuda.
This year’s tour will take place at locations in Ontario and in Nyssa. Special
thanks to this year’s garden hosts that include Joie Torvend, Debbie
Delong, Dawn and Evan Smith, the Hikaru Mizu Japanese
Garden at the Four Rivers Cultural Center, Susan and Lee
Barton and the Palmer Healing Rose Test Garden and Museum.
Tickets are $15 per person and are available at Andrews Seed,
Red Apple, FRCC and Oregon Trail Hobbies & Gifts or you can
get your tickets online at www.tvcc.cc/foundation.
All proceeds for the event will go to scholarships for TVCC
students. For more information on this year’s tour contact
Cathy Yasuda at (208) 739-2360 or at cyasuda@tvcc.cc.
A beautiful spacious patio and a faux western town are features to see at
Saturday’s Garden Tour. These are photos from the backyard of Joie
Torvend in Ontario who is one of six garden locations on this year’s tour.

Support the Chukars:
We want to hear from you! Were you
in the first graduating class at TVCC?
Are you an athletic booster? Have you
established a scholarship through the
Foundation? If the answer to any of
these questions is yes, we would love
to connect with you. Whether you
attended TVCC or if you just support
the college, we invite you to join our
TVCC Alumni & Friends Association.
The Alumni & Friends Association is
committed to fostering a life
partnership with students, employees,
and friends of the college to promote,
support and serve TVCC students and
our community.
There is no charge to join and signing
up is easy. Just go to our website at
www.tvcc.cc/foundation. Sign up
today and support the Chukars.

Contact Information
For more information about these and
other Foundation events contact:
TVCC Foundation
650 College Blvd, Ontario, OR 97914
Executive Director – Cathy Yasuda
541-881-5586 cyasuda@tvcc.cc
Administrative Assistant – Lisa Meyer
541-881-5586 lmeyer@tvcc.cc
Or visit us on our website:
www.tvcc.cc/foundation

Foundation Receives Grant Awards
The Eastern Oregon Border
Economic Development Board
recently approved a request for
$100,000 to purchase equipment
for TVCC’s Welding/Fabrication and
Industrial & Manufacturing
Controls Programs. The proposal
included matching funds of
$104,000 for the equipment which
will be in the soon-to-be completed
new Career & Technical Education
Center. The new facility will include
space for local business and
industry partners who would
benefit from specialized training for
their employees in a new state-ofthe-art facility.
Foundation Executive Director
Cathy Yasuda said they are grateful
to EOBEDB for their support of the
college’s CTE Programs and efforts
to increase workforce readiness in
the Eastern Oregon border region.
“In addition to the added facility
space we also needed the right
equipment for students to use that
meets not only industry standards
but the needs of local employers.
This grant will help make that
possible.” said Yasuda.

Foundation Executive Director Cathy Yasuda
exercises safety precautions while delivering some
goodies to TVCC supporter Leroy Cammack.

In response to the Coronavirus
pandemic, the Ford Family Foundation awarded a $10,000 non-competitive
grant to the TVCC Foundation to support students during these challenging
times. Several $10,000 grants were available to rural community colleges in
Oregon to be used at the discretion of the institution to
support student access, persistence or completion. These
funds will help support students through the purchase of more
laptops and a computer kiosk.

Scholarship GALA in November
This spring COVID-19 put a hold on all public gatherings
including many of the local fundraisers for non-profits. For
many, these annual fundraisers are essential to the operating
budget and having to postpone or delay the event has put a
tremendous strain on the viability of the organization. The
Foundation had to cancel several events including the Donor
Reception, the Nursing Scholarship Award Ceremony and
Annual Pops Concert. Fortunately, our annual fundraiser is not
until November, so we are planning on holding the Scholarship
GALA on Friday, November 6, 2020 as scheduled. We are
exploring some new and innovative ways to conduct the silent
and live auction this year so the GALA may look a little
different but equally as fun and enjoyable. Stay tuned for
further details and do mark your calendar for November 6,
2020.

